A   HISTORY   OF    MEDICINE

and at Shrewsbury, with such success that he was called to court
during the reign of Henry VIII, and he remained as court
physician to Edward VI, Mary Tudor, and Elizabeth. He
succeeded Linacre, for whom he had a high regard, as President
of the College of Physicians, which office he held for nine years.
During the reign of Mary, he obtained permission to rebuild
Gonville Hall as a college (155?). and this was accomplished
largely through his own benefactions. Over the gates of " Gon-
ville and Caius " college he caused to be inscribed the words,
Humility, Virtue, and Honour (Plate xxxn). The later years of
his life were spent as master of the college which perpetuates his
name, and in the chapel of which he was .buried. His tomb
bears, as he had directed, the brief epitaph, " Fui Caius." A few
years before his death he was subjected to some indignity when it
was found that he possessed certain vestments worn in Roman
Catholic ritual, and these articles were burned in public. It is
said that his life was shortened by this demonstration of religious
intolerance.

Oxford v. Cambridge

Caius was a diligent author. His works include Latin versions
of Galen, treatises on the pronunciation of Greek and Latin, on
rare plants of Britain, De Ephemera Britannica, on the antiquity
of Cambridge, and a quaint volume on British dogs, De Canibus
Britannicis, which he wrote at the request of his friend Conrad
Gesner of Zurich, " the German Pliny/' who died of plague in
1565. The history of Cambridge was his contribution to a wordy
contest with the rival University of Oxford regarding priority
of foundation. When Queen Elizabeth visited Cambridge in
1564, the public orator, rather unwisely, claimed superior anti-
quity for Cambridge. This called forth a spirited challenge from
one Thomas Caius of Oxford who stated "that his Alma Mater
was founded by Alfred the Great in A.D. 870. Cambridge found
her champion in our John Caius (apparently no relation), who
sought to prove that Cambridge had been a seat of learning since
the days of a Spanish Prince named Cantaber in 394 B.C., and
therefore antedated Oxford by more than a thousand years,
The arguments -of both sides are now regarded as completely
mythical.
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